Lab Report Expectations
Chemistry 11

Your report should be neatly written or typed.  The headings should be in the order listed.  If you find that your lab organization differs from this order, simply put the headings in this order and reference where the section actually is.  For example, if your data is on the back page by itself, after you have completed the materials and procedure section put the data table/observations heading next and underneath this heading write: "see last page".


Many of the labs will be done with a partner, but this does not mean that you can hand in one assignment for both people.  You must do your own work, in your own words.  Data must be written down individually in your own data table.  It is not acceptable to copy someone else’s data table after a lab is finished.
1.
Purpose, Pre-Lab and Introduction:


The reason why the activity/lab is being performed should be written in your own words.  The purpose will often be found in the introduction to the lab.  Any research done before the lab is written in this section, showing an understanding of the theory behind the observations that you will be making.

2.
Procedure and Materials:

If the procedure is not specifically asked for, you can reference the original instructions.  If the procedure is not given, or you are asked to create your own procedure, you should give a summary of the steps you followed to complete the lab.  In almost all cases, you may simply write ‘ex. See Lab 1.1 Procedure’, but you must include this section. 

3.
Data Table/Observations:

The data table should be designed so that the information that is collected during the lab can be recorded in an easy to read format.  A table is generally the best way in which to do this.  Be sure to keep the table clear and legible.  If you decide to rewrite your data in a more legible format, always include your original data recorded during the laboratory activity.  Any graphs required will also be presented in this section.  Graphs should be large and clear.  Full page graphs which are labelled accurately will be given full marks.
4.
Analysis / Questions / Discussion / Conclusion:


These are questions commonly given after the procedure.  The responses should be completed in full sentences so that the reader can tell what the original question was.  
5.
Bibliography:

Use APA format.

Put the Lab Cover Sheet (if provided) on the front of the lab, and complete all of the information required on it.  This will help me to mark them more efficiently, and allow you to see the marking scheme as well as summarize your results.

Lab Marking Scheme

The following scheme will be used for the majority of the labs.  If the marking scheme is different for a specific lab, you will be given the modified scheme at that time.

	1.
Purpose / Pre-Lab / Introduction /  Procedure
· Purpose states why the experiment is being performed

· In your own words
· Full explanation shown, good detail

· Procedure references original instructions
	/3

	2.
Lab Behaviour
· Follows all safety rules

· Shows understanding of laboratory procedure

· Lab station is properly cleaned up at the end of period
	/5

	3.
Data / Observations Recording
· If re-written or typed, the original data must still be included with lab report

· Data is presented in a table or other organized format

· All units are shown, all data recorded to proper amount of significant figures

· All required data is present

· Graphs are full page and fully labelled
	/5

	4.
Analysis / Questions / Discussion / Conclusion
· All required calculations are shown

· Each calculation is fully labelled and all steps are shown

· Answers are shown with proper units and significant figures

· Written response answers are organized into sentences that show what the original question was.
· Organized and easy to read.
· Results are summarized.  The answer to the question ‘why was this lab performed’ is clearly laid out.
	/10

	5.
General Organisation and Presentation
· All components are present (i.e. Cover Sheet, Data calculations, original data and observations, etc.)

· Bibliography, if required, is in the correct format


	/2

	TOTAL

	/25


